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She was walking down the hallways of Boyd High School in McKinney, Texas 

when she felt an itch on her shoulder; there was a lump above her collarbone.  

Micaela Gonzalez was in the middle of her sophomore basketball season with the 

Boyd Broncos when she received devastating news. In November 2010, she was 

diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a type of cancer of the immune system. Gonzalez 

consulted with doctors and had the tumor removed on Jan. 26, 2011. She began treatment 

shortly after, which included six months of chemotherapy and one week of radiation 

treatment. In July 2011, Gonzalez began her remission.  

The cancer cut Gonzalez’s season short, causing her to miss the rest of the 

school’s season, as well as the summer season with her traveling team. She had a difficult 

time sitting out and having to watch her teammates play without her help. Gonzalez was 

ready to be back on the court. The cancer provided motivation to return better than 

before. 

“My junior year was probably my best high school season,” Gonzalez said. “I was 

just so motivated, and wanted to come back better than before. And I did.”  

UT-Dallas coach Polly Thomason recruited Gonzalez throughout her high school 

career. Thomason was impressed and recognized her as one of the best players on the 

court.  

“There was something there,” Thomason said. “You see a kid and you know that 

there’s potential like she’s going to develop into something really special.”  

Ultimately, Gonzalez chose to play basketball at UT-Tyler. Although the Patriots 

won the American Southwest Conference Tournament Championship in 2014, Gonzalez 



decided to transfer after her freshman year. She had forgotten how to play like herself. 

She was set to give up basketball altogether.  

“I kind of got burned out,” Gonzalez said. “I lost my love for the game, and didn’t 

want to do something that my heart wasn’t in.” 

Gonzalez returned close to home to attend UT-Dallas, with no basketball in mind. 

She spent the summer away from the game of basketball. That was until she worked 

basketball camps hosted by the UT-Dallas women’s team. She grew close to the team 

while working the camps. The team wanted to play with her and convinced her to join 

them. She had a different feeling this time. She felt like herself again.  

“[The time off] helped me find me in a basketball sense,” she said. 

With a sense of rejuvenation, it made sense for Gonzalez to join Thomason and 

the UT-Dallas Comets for the 2014-15 season. Now a sophomore at UT-Dallas, Gonzalez 

is cancer-free and contributing to the Comets in a major way. The forward brings a 

competitive nature to the team and will do whatever it takes to help the team.  

“I love being able to coach her because she has that spirit where she wants to do 

whatever she can to help the team,” Thomason said. “She is just kind of the rock for us.” 

Her heart and effort has been exemplified in many of the Comets’ games, 

specifically in a win over Louisiana College on Feb. 5, 2015. Gonzalez recorded her first 

double-double of the season with 10 points and a season-high 14 rebounds. She shot 

poorly from the field, going 1-for-6, but showed tenacity by getting to the free-throw line. 

Her coaches and teammates constantly praise her for her selfless style of play.  



“Having basketball taken away from me just makes me appreciate it that much 

more,” Gonzalez said. “It makes me want to play like every game is my last because at 

one point I did have a last game, and I didn’t even know it.”  

Gonzalez has discovered a whole new outlook on the game of basketball. She 

realizes that the most important thing is the opportunity to build relationships with her 

teammates. Her experience has taught her not to take anything for granted. Gonzalez 

hopes to serve as an example for current and future teammates. The future looks bright 

for the versatile forward as she hopes to continue her basketball journey and make a 

positive impact on those around her.  

“She can have a great career at UT-Dallas,” Thomason says. “The sky is the limit 

to what she’s able to accomplish.” 

 
 


